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LAPP — A pioneer in sustainability

SKINTOP® from LAPP: First range of lead-free
brass cable glands

LAPP is the first manufacturer in the world to offer cable glands in a lead-free brass version.

Lead-free: Atthe petrol station, we havelongsince become familiarwith thefactthatpetrol
isnolongerallowedtocontainlead. Metallic materials, suchasbrass, mustalsodispense
withlead as an additive for easier processing —with one exception: Up to four percentis
permitted in copper alloys —including brass, whichis used to produce cable glands. As things
stand, thisexceptionwill expire onJuly 21,2021, and itis stillunclear whetherthere willbe
an extension or atransitional period. If the exception ends as planned, brass will no longer be
allowedtocontainanylead, asstipulated bythe European Directive RoOHS (Restriction of
Hazardous Substances). Inthe REACH chemical regulation, lead is also on the candidate list
for “Substances of very high concern”, which could soon be prohibited. LAPP does not want
towaitaround: Since July 2020 onwards, the world marketleaderforintegrated cable and
connectionsolutionswillalsobethefirstmanufacturerintheworldtooffercableglandsina
lead-free brass version.

Majority of portfolio also lead-free

“Sustainability isimportant to us,” emphasised Guido Ege, Head of Product Management and
Development at LAPP. “That’s why we’re already acting now and not waiting until a law forces
usintoit.” Initially, the most popular LAPP cable glands will be available in the new lead-free



Press Release

version. Thefirst productsinclude the popular SKINTOP®MS-Mand MS-SC-M models, aswell
asthe counternut SKINDICHT®SM-M. The SKINTOP®MS-Misthefirstchoice forawide
range of applications inmachine and plant construction, measurement, control and regulation
technology, and where there are tough demands interms of mechanical and chemical
stability. It offers optimum strain relief, wide clamping ranges, numerous approvals and a high
protection class. The SKINTOP® MS-SC-M EMC cable gland with highly conductive, flexible
EMC contact spring has a low-resistance screen contact for EMC-compliant earthing of the
braided shield. All of these versions will be available immediately from stock in metric sizes
M12 to M63. Further product groups are gradually being supplemented with lead-free
versions. The previous versions will be still be available from stock for the time being.

Extensive tests

Inrecentmonths, LAPP hasinvestigated variouslead-free alloys. Thisincludedtestsin
productiontoensurethereliability ofthe processesandthe suitability ofthe tools. Boththe
LAPP laboratory and external testing institutions have confirmed that the properties of the
newproducts are comparable withthe currentversions. Thisappliestothe mechanical
properties, corrosionresistance and EMC properties. The lead-free versions also comply with
protection class IP 68. “The lead-free cable glands have seen LAPP successfully tackle the
challenges ofidentifying an alternative material”, said Lisa Schlingmann, Product Manager at
LAPP. Although the new material is more complex to process, LAPP decided to include the
material in its standardrange.

“With the lead-free SKINTOP® and SKINDICHT® cable glands, LAPP is taking a pioneering
role,” said Guido Ege. Anyone who is currently planning a machine with along service life
cannot rule outa possible ban on lead. “We are already giving our customers the certainty
that they will be prepared for the challenges of the future.”



